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NACIONAL

Rafael Pérez Gay
“La errónea tarea de 

desaparecer el agua de la 
cuenca de México” - P. 3

Violeta Vázquez-Rojas
“¿Quién manda aquí? 

Dos visiones de la 
democracia” - P. 14

Enrique Serna
“El Tribunal culmina 

un golpe fraguado desde 
finales de 2023” - P. 32

JOSÉ ANTONIO BELMONT, CDMX

 La presidenta electa, Clau-
dia Sheinbaum, destacó que con 
la iniciativa de reforma al Poder 
Judicial está renunciando a de-
signar a los próximos tres minis-
tros de la Suprema Corte,  como 
le correspondería durante su se-
xenio, por lo que ratificó que con 
estos cambios no se busca el con-
trol de los juzgadores. PAG. 8

Claudia: “estoy 
renunciando 
a nombrar a 
tres ministros”

Implican a Ovidio en 
plagio de El Mayo por 
prensa y Ken Salazar

Narcotráfico. Presume FGR “datos probatorios de secuencia cronológica” a partir de 
la excarcelación del chapito; criminales desatan disturbios en las afueras de Culiacán

RUBÉN MOSSO Y MANUEL ACEVES

 Con base en una secuencia 
cronológica, declaraciones del 
abogado de Ismael Zambada y 
revelaciones de Ken Salazar, em-
bajador de EU en México, la FGR 

presume que Ovidio Guzmán Ló-
pez está implicado en el secuestro 
de El Mayo, pues quedó en liber-
tad solo dos días antes de que su 
hermano Joaquín entregara al 
capo en Texas. PAGS. 6 Y 7

Investigación de la Ibero
En 15 años hallan 660 fosas 
ilegales en todo Guanajuato
EQUIPO MILENIO - PAG. 7

Cifras en Ciudad Juárez
Salieron 14 empresas ya por 
reforma judicial: Coparmex
G. SORIANO Y F. MURILLO - PAG. 9

Piña y Lenia pactan tregua
La Corte descarta paro y los 
trabajadores subirán el tono
EQUIPO MILENIO - PAG. 10

San Lázaro y Senado
Juran Ifigenia y Fernández 
Noroña como presidentes
EQUIPO MILENIO - PAG. 12

Estados y municipios
Pasan examen de confianza 
nueve de cada diez policías
XAVIER JIMÉNEZ - PAGS. 6 Y 7

Cine. Aclaman a Cuarón en Festival de Venecia
El director mexicano Alfonso Cuarón presentó la serie Disclaimer, producida por Apple Tv+, en el Festi-
val de Cine de Venecia, aunque fuera de concurso, acompañado por los protagonistas Cate Blanchett y 
Kevin Kline. El realizador, doble ganador del Oscar, vuelve a la ciudad italiana de los canales después de 
haber obtenido el León de Oro por su largometraje Roma en 2018. JOEL C. RYAN/AP  PAG.  31

Solo AIFA da 
frutos entre 
megaobras
Expertos prevén que los 
cuatro grandes proyectos 
de AMLO maduren y se 
consoliden con el tiempo
ROBERTO VALADEZ - PAG. 4

AP, SAVANNAH

 En entrevista con CNN, la 
candidata presidencial demócra-
ta endurece el discurso contra la 
población migrante. PAG. 17

Kamala: habrá 
“consecuencias” 
ante todo cruce 
de manera ilegal

París. En natación, la 
primera medalla en 
Juegos Paralímpicos

P.  38

El joven Axel Madrazo 
da sus siguientes pasos 
Además: Lydia Cacho
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Empresarios urgen 
mejores leyes 
contra extorsión
Armando Zúñiga, enlace 
legislativo de la Coparmex, 
llamó a crear una ley 
específica para atacar este 
creciente delito y juzgar a 
quienes lo cometen. / 26

Un negro panorama 
en desapariciones
Apatía, impunidad y 
burocracia son algunos 
obstáculos que enfrentan 
colectivos de búsqueda, 
denuncian activistas. Este 
año suman 8 mil ausentes 
en todo el país. / 22 y 23

Persiguió su sueño 
de servir y ayudar
Una tía y la abuela de 
Carlos Jesús González, el 
mexicano que se enlistó 
en las fuerzas ucranianas, 
dicen estar orgullosas de 
que murió cumpliendo sus 
ideales. / 28

global

comunidad

primera

La candidata presidencial demócrata Kamala Harris afirmó que debe haber 
consecuencias para quien entre ilegalmente a Estados Unidos. Global / 29tolerancia cero a cruces

por leticia robles de la 
rosa e ivonne melgar

Ante la mayoría aplastan-
te que el oficialismo tendrá 
en el Congreso de la Unión, 
la oposición aseguró que 
no cederá votos para con-
cretar reformas constitu-
cionales, como la judicial o 
la que desaparece a orga-
nismos autónomos.

Además de la anuncia-
da resistencia por parte de 
los legisladores del PAN, 
PRI y MC, la instalación de 
la LXVI Legislatura quedó 
marcada por el regalazo de 
15 diputados que el Partido 
Verde le hizo a Morena.

En la Cámara de Diputa-
dos, esta cesión confrontó a 
Carlos Puente, coordinador 
de la bancada del PVEM, 

con el grupo parlamentario 
panista, que reclamó ese 
chapulineo pactado como 
“un agandalle” y “un fraude 
a la ley”.

En el Senado, previo a 
que rindiera protesta, el 
morenista Javier Corral fue 
notificado de que la Fisca-
lía de Chihuahua tiene una 
nueva orden de aprehen-
sión en su contra por el de-
lito de peculado agravado. 
El legislador minimizó el 
mandamiento al calificarlo 
de “show mediático”.

Pese a las diferencias 
entre los bloques oficialis-
ta y opositor, Gerardo Fer-
nández Noroña se convirtió 
en el presidente del Sena-
do, con 127 de los 128 votos 
del pleno.

primera | Páginas 4 y 6

Oposición promete 
resistir aplanadora

por lindsay h. esquivel

Por relocalización de em-
presas, México tiene el 
potencial para captar 200 
mil millones de dólares 
en inversiones, de acuer-
do con un estudio de la 
consultora global Bain & 
Company.

Para esto, indicó, de-
ben resolverse los prin-
c i p a l e s  d e s a f í o s  e n 
infraestructura, suminis-
tro eléctrico –con enfoque 
en las energías limpias–, 
abasto de agua, seguridad 
o talento especializado.

México, acota el repor-
te, parece no haber podido 
capturar todo el potencial 
del nearshoring, pues ni la 
Inversión Extranjera Direc-
ta ni las exportaciones han 
acelerado su crecimiento 
en términos reales.

dinero

México puede 
captar 200 
mil mdd por 
nearshoring

enfrenta desafíos

adrenalina

¡arranca 
la cosecha 
en parís!
Viviana Aceves ganó 
plata en natación y le 
dio a México su primera 
presea en los Juegos 
Paralímpicos 2024. / 8

expresiones

entre corsés 
y barbies
Una muestra en el 
Museo Nacional de San 
Carlos arroja luz sobre 
cómo se modificó el 
concepto de cuerpo y 
belleza en los últimos 
tres siglos. / 30

“Con reforma, ya no 
elegiré a ministros”
por ximena mejía

El objetivo de la reforma 
al Poder Judicial de la Fe-
deración es democratizar 
la selección de los juz-
gadores, como ya ocurre 
con el titular del Ejecutivo 
federal y los diputados y 
senadores, aseguró Clau-
dia Sheinbaum.

La Presidenta electa 
indicó que, de seguir la si-
tuación actual, en última 
instancia a ella le toca-
ría elegir a tres ministros 
de la Corte, pero con la 
reforma judicial ella “re-
nuncia” a esa facultad, ya 
que las designaciones se 
pondrían a voto popular

En un mensaje vía re-
des sociales, explicó que 
el proceso vigente para 
nombrar a un ministro es 
que el Ejecutivo manda 
una terna al Senado, que 
debe elegirlo con ma-
yoría calificada. Si no se 
logra esta condición, en-
tonces a ella como Presi-
denta le toca designarlo 

directamente porque eso 
dice la Constitución.

“¿Cómo creen que tie-
ne más participación la 
Presidenta? ¿En el primer 
caso, cuando se puede 
nombrar directamente, o 
en el segundo?”, preguntó.

Se busca, agregó, que 
mediante el voto direc-
to queden aquellos con 
fama pública buena, que 
sean honestos y que ten-
gan los conocimientos 
para poder ser jueces, 
magistrados o ministros.

Para esto, dijo, un co-
mité de expertos revisará 
los perfiles de quienes se 
inscriban en una convo-
catoria abierta y decidirá 
el número de aspirantes a 
participar en la elección, 
cifra que puede ser depu-
rada mediante sorteo.

primera | Página 8

La presidenta electa afirmó que, con la iniciativa, 
renuncia a designar, en última instancia, a los próximos 
miembros de la Corte, porque ya sería por voto popular

sheinbaum: se democratizará el poder judicial

primera

Foto: Especial

Vía redes, Claudia Sheinbaum defendió la mayoría que el 
bloque Morena-PT-PVEM tendrá en el Congreso de la Unión.

Pascal Beltrán del Río� 2
José Elías Romero Apis� 12
Yuriria Sierra� 14

300 viviendas afectadas en el edomex

tromba arrasa Tejupilco 
Un intensa lluvia que duró más de dos horas 
desbordó un río, cuya crecida arrastró una veintena 
de vehículos, que taponaron un puente. Al cierre 
de esta edición, las autoridades locales no tenían 
datos sobre heridos, desaparecidos o fallecidos. / 18

primera

La próxima Presidenta 
está renunciando a 
nombrar personalmente a 
los próximos ministros de 
la Corte y ¿qué es lo que 
hacemos? Lo ponemos a 
voto popular.”

claudia sheinbaum
presidenta electa

se instaló la LXVI legislatura

viernes
30 de agosto 

de 2024 
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dolor  
y gloria
Angelina Jolie 

aprendió a 
cantar ópera 

para interpretar 
a María Callas 

en la cinta 
sobre la 

soprano que 
ayer presentó 
en Venecia.

culiacán, sinaloa

ataque a
militares
desata caos
Un enfrentamiento en la 
sindicatura de Jesús Ma-
ría, guarida de Los Chapi-
tos, provocó que crimina-
les quemaran vehículos a 
las afueras de la ciudad y 
se suspendieran clases. 
Autoridades no reporta-
ron capturas o saldo de 
heridos o muertos. / 17
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CABOS SUELTOS EN INVESTIGACIÓN

La FGR liga salida 
de Ovidio a caso  

Zambada; en Sinaloa 
se eleva tensión

En PJ advierten que protestas subirán de tono; van a ir a la ONU

CIERRA EL PESO EN 

19.83, LA CUARTA 

PÉRDIDA AL HILO

Caen policías del edil  
de Taxco por secuestro 
en instalaciones de  
Seguridad municipal  pág. 9

ESTRENA 4T SUPERMAYORÍA  
AUMENTADA Y VA POR MÁS 

TRABAJADORES  afirman que ya están en resistencia 

civil y buscan unificarse con sociedad civil. págs. 10 a 13
“Relación con EU será 
buena si aprendemos 
a respetar soberanías”PARAN sesión de la Corte; Claudia pide a estudiantes 

de derecho leer la reforma; AMLO dice que los engañan.

PRESIDENTE pide a legisladores de la 4T blindar refor-

mas con notarios; “no vaya a ser que las nulifiquen”, dice. 

EJECUTIVO señala que no es de 

buenos vecinos injerencia; critica no 

cumplir oferta de Biden de iguales. 

EN LA JORNADA se acerca a $20 por 

dólar; presiona a la  moneda revisión al 

alza de PIB de EU, reforma al PJ... pág. 22

VEHÍCULOS incendiados fueron reportados ayer, en Culiacán.

CON LOS 15 del PVEM tiene 257 diputados; PAN, la segunda fuerza, 

PVEM tercera y PRI la quinta; Monreal dice que Morena puede crecer. 

OPOSICIÓN acepta fallo de TEPJF; en Senado busca cohesión; “sin con-

trapeso democracia está en riesgo”; ni Beltrones ni MC votarán con 4T.

ELIGEN a Noroña para presidir Cámara alta; Corral, Anaya y Yunes 

logran fuero; Ifigenia, de 94 años, la jefa en Diputados.  págs. 6 y 8

Fiscalía General presenta cronología; a�rma que excarcela-

ción del hijo de El Chapo fue dos días antes del secuestro de 

El Mayo; desconoce su estatus y su ubicación  págs. 3 y 4  

Revela que matrícula del avión donde llevaron a líder del 

cártel a EU era falsa; había sido cambiada dos veces; va por 

funcionarios de Fiscalía local ligados al caso Cuén

Temor en Culiacán: quema de vehículos y narcobloqueos 

tras tiroteo de civiles y soldados en zona donde cayó El Ratón; 

gobernador Rocha iba a CDMX; 4 horas después pide calma

DIPUTADOS elec-
tos rinden protesta 

durante la Sesión 
Constitutiva, ayer.

Diputados tendrán Mo-
rena y a�nes; en Senado 
tienen a 85 legisladores 364

HOY ESCRIBEN

JAVIER SOLÓRZANO
El Mayo, seguimos sin saber qué pasó  pág. 2

CARLOS URDIALES
El tribunal electoral falló  pág. 4

VALERIA VILLA
Modalidades clínicas del narcisismo pág. 32

PRECIO  $10.00

KEN es otra 
cosa, lo que 
pasa es que le 

dieron instrucción, pero 
venir a decir que está mal 
lo que le corresponde  
decidir al pueblo, ¿cuán-
do se había visto eso?”

ANDRÉS MANUEL 
LÓPEZ OBRADOR
Presidente de México
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l Cede el Verde a 17 de los suyos para que 
los guindas presidan tres años la Jucopo

l La mayoría absoluta de la 4T es parte de 
la “nueva realidad política”, admite la IP

Instalan la 66 Legislatura en cámaras de Diputados y Senadores

e. méndez, f. camacho, a. becerril, g. saldierna y a. alegría / P 7, 8 y 10

Abre San 
Lázaro bajo 
control total 
de Morena

s La sesión de ayer en la Cámara baja, en la que 
se ratificó a Ifigenia Martínez como titular de la 
Mesa Directiva y como tal entregará la banda 
presidencial a Claudia Sheinbaum, se convirtió en 

una romería, pues los legisladores aprovecharon 
para llevar a sus madres, parejas e hijos, por lo 
que en dos ocasiones se pidió a los acompañantes 
desalojar el pleno. Foto Luis Castillo

Chalco: llueve sobre inundado

Sheinbaum pide “leer bien” la 
propuesta de reforma judicial

Llama China a EU a detener 
su “intervencionismo” en AL

Recae el peso y ya roza el nivel 
de 20 unidades por dólar spot

s El desbordamiento del canal que cruza San Mateo Tezoquiapan provocó 
ayer severos daños en viviendas. Foto Minerva Hernández       j. salinas / P 32

alma e. muñoz, alonso urrutia y emir olivares / P 4

agencias / P 29

clara zepeda / P 20

l Sugiere AMLO cuidar el procesamiento de las enmiendas para 
evitar que la Corte las revoque; “si es posible, hasta con notario”

l La cancillería del gobierno de Xi expresa “pleno” apoyo a 
los países de la región ante las “interferencias extranjeras”

l Mayor crecimiento en Estados Unidos y aversión al riesgo en 
México, las causas; cierra en $19.83, algo no visto en casi dos años 



POR ALMAQUIO GARCÍA Y MISAEL ZAVALA/P4

IFIGENIA MARTÍNEZ TOMÓ PROTESTA A LOS 500 LEGISLADORES QUE INICIAN 
TRABAJOS EL 1 DE SEPTIEMBRE. LO MISMO HICIERON LOS 128 SENADORES ELECTOS

#LXVILEGISLATURA

Arde Culiacán
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SE INSTALA 
SUPERMAYORÍA 
EN CONGRESO

MEJOR 
PROPUESTA 

DE COCINA 
EXTRANJERA

#ZERULOMAS

#OTRAVEZENJUEVES

P25

P10

BERTHA 
GÓMEZ 

VA A LA 
SUBSECRETARÍA 

DE EGRESOS

#DESIGNASHEINBAUM
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SÓLO PASAN MINISTROS

Bloquean 
trabajadores del 
máximo tribunal 
el acceso  
a la Corte. 
PÁG. 41

LA SESIÓN DE INSTALACIÓN ES EL PRÓXIMO DOMINGO

Toma control absoluto la 4T del Poder Legislativo
EN SUS MARCAS. Con la más grande mayoría de las últimas décadas, la 4T se alzó ayer en la Cámara 
de Diputados. El 'sí, protesto' retumbó en la sala ante una minoría opositora. Ifigenia Martínez tomó 
protesta como presidenta. En el Senado, Fernández Noroña cumplió su sueño. PÁG. 44

ESTUDIANTES DE DERECHO CONVOCAN A MARCHA. HICIERON UN LLAMADO A LA COMUNIDAD 
UNIVERSITARIA PARA QUE EL DOMINGO SE SUMEN A UNA PROTESTA DEL ÁNGEL AL SENADO. PÁG. 43

CLAUDIA SHEINBAUM

Mayoría calificada no significa 
dictadura. 'Eso es falso'. PÁG. 40

R E C O N O C I M I E N T O  A L  T E P J F
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TIPO DE CAMBIO. Pierde otra vez, tras 
conocerse el PIB del 2T24 en EU. /PÁG. 12$19.83

“Si el PIB crece 
menos, genera 
un alza del déficit 
fiscal, a no ser 
que el gasto se 
reduzca o crezca 
la recaudación de 
impuestos”
GABRIELA SILLER
Directora de Análisis de Banco Base

Temen 
impacto 
de menor 
PIB en 
finanzas 
públicas
Boquete. Habrá un faltante de ingresos 
fiscales con crecimiento de 1.5% en 2024
Los ajustes a la baja en las proyeccio-
nes de crecimiento pintan un pano-
rama de deterioro para las finanzas 
públicas al cierre de este año y para 
2025, con un aumento en la variable 
deuda/PIB, e incluso, si las cosas se 
ponen peor, habría el peligro de que 
México pierda el grado de inversión. 
Para expertos, “el balance de riesgos 
a la baja en el crecimiento es algo 
que presiona las finanzas públicas”; 
con un crecimiento de sólo 1.5 por 
ciento este año, la deuda aumentaría 
a 52.3 por ciento del PIB, dijeron. 
—Felipe Gazcón / PÁG. 4

Alma  
Maldonado

Ángel Díaz 
Barriga

Gustavo Rojas 
Ayala

Sandra  
González Rull

Confronta a expertos 
reforma en materia 
educativa; debaten  
si fue 'improvisada'

NUEVA ESCUELA MEXICANA

PÁG. 45

ESCRIBEN René Delgado 
SOBREAVISO / 37

Leopoldo Gómez 
DESDE EL OTRO LADO / 34

Macario Schettino 
FUERA DE LA CAJA / 41

JP MORGAN

MANTIENE 
APUESTA POR EL 
PESO; VE EN LA 
CAÍDA DE 14% DE 
SU VALOR, UNA 
OPORTUNIDAD.
PÁG. 12

BERTHA GÓMEZ

SERÁ 
SUBSECRETARIA  
DE EGRESOS  
EN EL GOBIERNO 
DE CLAUDIA 
SHEINBAUM.
PÁG. 4

IFT. PIDE ANALIZAR ELIMINACIÓN; DICE HA AYUDADO A GENERAR AHORROS POR 805 MMDP. PÁG. 28

S E S I O N A  E L  P L E N O  E N  P R I V A D O
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LONDON — A public inquiry
into the case of Lucy Letby, a
British neonatal nurse convicted
of killing seven babies, has come
under fire from scientific and
medical experts who have called
for it to be delayed or broadened
to consider whether the deaths
could have been caused by other
factors.

The inquiry, set to begin on
Sept. 10, will cast a fresh spotlight
on one of the most haunting mur-
der cases in recent British history.
Conscientious and well liked by
her colleagues, Ms. Letby was

found guilty of killing seven in-
fants, and trying to kill seven oth-
ers, in a busy public hospital in
2015 and 2016.

Ms. Letby, 34, was sentenced to
life in prison last year, and her re-
quests for appeals have so far
been denied. But questions about
the handling of the investigation
and the evidence used to convict
her have grown harder to ignore, 

U.K. Inquiry Skirts Nurse’s Guilt in Infant Deaths
By MARK LANDLER Experts Say Convictions

Missed Key Factors

Continued on Page A9

Mayor Eric Adams began his
monthly Q. and A. radio program
with an unusual self-introduction.

“I’m your mayor, Eric Adams,”
he said recently on WBLS-FM, a
popular R&B station in New York
City. “David Dinkins 2, I like to
say.”

Two days later, Mr. Adams re-
inforced the message. At an event

celebrating Haitian heritage, he
again portrayed himself as a se-
quel to Mr. Dinkins, the city’s first
Black mayor. He repeated the line
the next day, at a gathering of old-
er New Yorkers in East Harlem.

Invoking Mr. Dinkins, and his
history as a one-term mayor, has
become a central theme in Mr. Ad-
ams’s re-election strategy. At ev-
ery event where the mayor has an
audience with his base — town
halls with older adults, ethnic her-
itage celebrations, guest appear-
ances on Black radio — Mr. Ad-
ams has argued that his accom-
plishments are being dismissed 

Adams Has a Re-election Pitch: He’s ‘Dinkins 2’
By JEFFERY C. MAYS A Comparison Is Aimed

at Black Voters

Continued on Page A15

NEWS ANALYSIS

The extraordinary altercation
on Monday between Trump
campaign aides and an Arlington
National Cemetery official over
political photography on sacred
military ground is playing out in
a hyperpartisan moment when
war records and former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump’s respect
for military service are already
up for debate.

But the conflict at Arlington
Cemetery’s Section 60, reserved
for those recently killed in Amer-
ica’s wars abroad, points to a
deeper issue for Mr. Trump and
his core foreign policy identity:
The 2024 presidential campaign
between the former president
and Vice President Kamala Har-
ris is the first in 24 years to un-
fold without an active American
ground war.

Mr. Trump’s rise in 2016 signi-
fied a major break from the
foreign policy orthodoxy of both
major parties, which believed in
a U.S.-led internationalism and
the projection of force abroad,
whether it was the wars
launched by George W. Bush in
Afghanistan and Iraq or the
conflicts embraced by Demo-
crats to thwart ethnic cleansing
in Kosovo and Bosnia and to end
a dictatorship in Libya. That
year, it was the Republican, Mr.
Trump, who spoke of ending war,
and the Democrat, Hillary Clin-
ton, who bore the unpopular
mantle of military aggression
with her vote authorizing the
invasion of Iraq and her muscu-
lar diplomacy as secretary of
state.

Mr. Trump has used the cha-
otic withdrawal from Afghani-
stan during the Biden adminis-
tration to resurrect his critiques
of the “forever wars” that in part
powered his movement. Now, he
warns of a looming “World War
III,” promises to end the war in
Ukraine before he is inaugurated
and brags that his relationships
with authoritarian leaders like Xi
Jinping of China, Vladimir V.
Putin of Russia and Kim Jong-un
of North Korea will restore sta-
bility and allow him to focus on
securing domestic tranquillity.

Mr. Trump is the candidate of
peace through strength, said
Brian Hughes, a Trump cam-
paign senior adviser, while Ms.
Harris is “the candidate of war
because as ‘the last person in the
room’ with Biden before the
Afghanistan debacle, we are
closer than ever to a world war
than any other time in the last 50
years.”

But to Mr. Trump’s political
opponents, his arguments are
having trouble sticking in part
because voters do not believe his
warnings of imminent American
warfare.

“The problem for Trump is
that this is yet another issue
where he ran promising the
voters something, he had four
years to do it, and he didn’t get it
done,” said Conor Lamb, a for-
mer Marine and former Demo-
cratic House member from west-

‘Forever Wars’
Are at an End.
Not to Trump.
Seeking to Bring Back
Successful 2016 Issue

By JONATHAN WEISMAN
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LOS ANGELES — Jose
Huizar’s downfall at Los Angeles
City Hall was as stunning as his
rise to success, a political tragedy
that, like many in the land of
dreams, has become a familiar
one.

Born to a large family in rural
Mexico and raised in poverty near
the towering high rises of down-
town Los Angeles, he overcame
enormous odds to graduate from
the University of California,
Berkeley, Princeton University
and U.C.L.A. law school.

He returned to his old neighbor-
hood in East Los Angeles to run
for the school board and eventu-

ally the City Council, where he
gained control of the influential
committee that approves multi-
million-dollar commercial devel-
opment projects across the city.

His spectacular fall — after
F.B.I. agents caught him accept-
ing $1.8 million worth of casino
chips, luxury hotel stays, prosti-
tutes and a liquor box full of cash
from Chinese developers — was
cast by federal prosecutors as an

epic Hollywood tale. They per-
suaded a judge in January to sen-
tence him to 13 years in prison on
charges of tax evasion and racket-
eering.

“He was the King Kong of L.A.
City Hall for many, many years,”
Mack E. Jenkins, chief of the crim-
inal division at the U.S. attorney’s
office in Los Angeles, told the
court. “And with his fall, a lot of
devastation was left in his wake.”

This week, when Mr. Huizar is
scheduled to report to prison, he
will become the third recent Los
Angeles City Council member to
go down as part of corruption in-
vestigations, part of a much larger
circle of staff aides, fund-raisers, 

A California Corruption Wave as Money Pours In
By RALPH VARTABEDIAN With Little Oversight,

Politicians Are Often
Bribery Recipients

Continued on Page A15

WASHINGTON — Senator
Jack Reed, the West Point gradu-
ate, Army veteran and Rhode Is-
land Democrat who leads the
Armed Services Committee, is
hardly known as a troublemaker
prone to rash statements.

So when Senate Democrats
gathered privately with President
Biden’s top political advisers last
month to assess Mr. Biden’s ca-
pacity to remain the Democratic
presidential nominee, the decision
by the normally taciturn Mr. Reed
to be among the first to speak was
notable. What was even more re-
markable was what he said, ac-
cording to two attendees: If Mr.
Biden wanted to stay in the race
after a disastrous debate perform-
ance that underscored concerns
about his condition and mental
acuity, he should submit to exami-
nation by two independent neu-
rologists who were willing to re-
port their findings at a news con-
ference.

It was a striking position for a
Democratic loyalist to take, and
one that underscored the near
unanimity among Senate Demo-
crats in the room that day that Mr.
Biden should not continue as the
party’s nominee. It was just one of
a series of extraordinary mo-
ments during a closed-door ses-
sion on July 11 that would lead
Senator Chuck Schumer, Demo-
crat of New York and the majority
leader, to schedule a face-to-face
meeting with the president days
later in which he urged Mr. Biden
to withdraw.

The effort by Mr. Schumer and
Senate Democrats to persuade
Mr. Biden to step aside was a more
pivotal factor than previously 

Senate Allies
Tipped Scales
In Biden’s Exit

By CARL HULSE

Continued on Page A13
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WASHINGTON — More than
three years ago, the U.S. Postal
Service unveiled a sweeping 10-
year plan meant to steer the orga-
nization out of a financial crisis.
The plan, which included consoli-
dating locations, raising prices
and lengthening promised deliv-
ery times, was meant to stabilize
an agency that had lost $87 billion
over the past 14 years.

That effort has run into major
obstacles. Early attempts to mod-
ernize the delivery network tem-
porarily led to worse service in ar-
eas like Atlanta and Richmond,
Va., where the agency has rolled
out new regional processing and
distribution centers.

The Postal Service’s long-term
financial viability also remains in
doubt. Revenue is up, but ex-
penses have climbed, in large part
because inflation has surged in re-
cent years and driven up labor ex-
penses. The agency has also
called for administrative action
that would adjust its pension
costs, which has not occurred. At
the same time, the Postal Service
is grappling with declining mail
volume.

In early 2021, Postal Service
management initially projected
that it would break even by fiscal
year 2023. Instead, the agency,
which is supposed to be self-sus-
taining, lost $6.5 billion that year
and is projected to lose an addi-
tional $6.3 billion this fiscal year.

Lawmakers have pushed back
on the changes, in part because of
complaints about mail service in
their districts. In May, a biparti-
san group of 26 lawmakers sent a

letter to the agency’s leaders ex-
pressing concern about the de-
cline in on-time delivery in re-
gions where there have been ma-
jor changes. The lawmakers also
called on the agency to pause
changes to its processing network
until its regulator fully studied
their potential impact.

In response, Louis DeJoy, the
postmaster general, said the
agency would pause some of the
changes until January and move
forward with others that were un-
derway.

In a lengthy interview, Mr. De-
Joy defended the 10-year plan. He
acknowledged that officials faced
some initial challenges but said
that the agency had long been in a
“death spiral” and that he wanted
to accelerate many of the changes.
He also noted that service in the 

Postal Service
Faces Hurdles
With Overhaul

Late Mail Delivery and
Inflation Stifle Plan

By MADELEINE NGO
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A U.S. Postal Service distribu-
tion center in Palmetto, Ga.
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The Metropolitan Transportation Authority began issuing summonses to crack down on fare evasion on New York’s buses. Page A17.
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Donald J. Trump blames President
Biden for global crises. Historically, the
reality is much more complex. PAGE A8

A Presidential Inheritance

The C.I.A. provided information that
helped thwart a plot to attack a Taylor
Swift concert this month in Austria, the
agency’s deputy director said. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-9

Protecting Swift and Her Fans

THE WEATHER

Prices in Canada may be higher $4.00

Today, cloudy, moderate humidity, a
shower, high 72. Tonight, cloudy,
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cloudy, humid, a thunderstorm late,
high 79. Weather map, Page B10.
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EVART, Mich. — In this small
town in the rural palm of Michi-
gan’s mitt-shaped peninsula, a
250,000-square-foot warehouse
produces 300,000 cannabis vape
cartridges per month.

Wide doors lead off long hall-
ways into brightly lighted grow
rooms with rows of fragrant weed
plants at all stages of devel-
opment. Workers in hairnets bag
cannabis gummies while Green
Day blasts in the background. A
whirring machine fills, twists and

trims more than a dozen joints
per minute.

The operation is part of the
Lume Cannabis Co. empire,
which has 1,100 employees and 38
dispensaries across Michigan.
According to chief cultivation of-
ficer Kevin Kuethe, Lume is the
largest company in the country
that produces and sells cannabis
exclusively within the bounds of a
single state. Lume grew 100,000
pounds last year alone.

When Californians voted to le-
galize recreational cannabis in
2016, businesses like these — and
the tax revenue they generate —
were supposed to proliferate. Al-
though some companies have
succeeded, the state’s weed mar-
ket is under-performing, beset by
competition from illicit op-
erators, steep taxes and what 

WORKERS pluck leaves from pot plants during the defoliating process at Pleasantrees, a suburban Detroit cannabis company.

Photographs by Nic Antaya For The Times

A pot boom versus a pipe dream 
California’s legal cannabis
system is broken while
Michigan’s is thriving.
What gives?

By Connor Sheets

TY BERGGREN, left, buys weed from Ti’Keyha Alexander at Lume
Cannabis, which has 1,100 workers and 38 dispensaries in Michigan. [See Pot, A5]

On the heels of an envi-
ronmental study that found
lead-tainted water in public
housing developments in
Watts, Los Angeles Mayor
Karen Bass has called on the
city’s housing authority and
largest water utility to con-
duct further testing for the
potent neurotoxin.

The discovery of lead-
contaminated tap water in
Watts, home to three of Los
Angeles’ 13 major public
housing complexes, has
jolted city leadership and
raised serious questions
about the age of the plumb-
ing that serves low-income
residents. 

Although California
banned the installation of
lead pipes in 1985, the aver-
age home in Watts is nearly
77 years old, which makes
the South L.A. neighbor-
hood more likely to contain
corroded lead plumbing. 

“It’s absolutely unaccept-
able for families to not have
access to safe, clean drink-
ing water,” Bass wrote on X.

A team of Southern Cali-
fornia researchers collected
more than 500 water sam-
ples from May through Au-
gust from the faucets of pri-
vate homes and public hous-
ing units in Watts. 

Tap water samples from
20 of these households con-
tained a detectable level of
lead. Eight of those samples
were taken from properties
owned by the Housing Au-
thority of the City of Los An-
geles: five in Nickerson Gar-
dens, two in Jordan Downs
and one in Imperial Courts.

Two of the five Nickerson
Gardens samples exceeded
the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s action lev-
els of 15 parts per billion of
lead. The highest concentra-
tion at the public housing
complex — the city’s largest,
with 1,066 units — measured
22 parts per billion. 

Nickerson Gardens, Im-
perial Courts and the origi-
nal portion of Jordan Downs
were constructed in the
1940s and 1950s.

Although lead was his-
torically used in plumbing
and paint, there is no safe
level of exposure. Ingesting
or inhaling lead can perma-
nently damage the brains of
young children and has been
linked to learning disabili-
ties, difficulty concentrating
and behavior abnormalities.

Danielle Hoague — a doc-
toral student at UCLA and
lead author of the study,
which was funded by the
community advocacy group
the Better Watts Initiative —
said she suspects the prob-
lem is much more wide-
spread than what research-
ers found with a $40,000
grant. 

“It’s the compounding ef-
fects of environmental injus-
tice that causes harm to the
community,” Hoague said.
“This is a result of malign ne-
glect from public officials,
electeds, different agencies
of the city, the mayor. This is
why Watts continues to be at
the bottom of the barrel and
continues to experience ab-
ject poverty.

“The purpose of this
study was to bring attention
to this issue,” she added. “We
don’t have any more money 

Alarm
over 
lead in
Watts
water
Mayor calls for more
tests after neurotoxin
is found in samples
from public housing. 

By Tony Briscoe

[See Lead, A10]

No charges in
spat at Arlington
A cemetery official
involved in an alleged
altercation with Trump
campaign staff will not
press case. NATION, A4

Educators like
cellphone ban
LAUSD schools that
have had restrictions 
in place for years pro-
vide a window into the
future. CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Partly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 81/62. B6

CAMPAIGN SEASON

Jacquelyn Martin Associated Press

Kamala Harris visits Savannah, Ga., ahead of the
broadcast of her and running mate Tim Walz’s
CNN interview. For coverage, go to latimes.com.

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.

At a solemn reunion in
Orange County, dozens of
elderly Vietnamese Ameri-
cans gathered recently to re-
connect with others once
held at Suoi Mau, a camp
where dissidents and Ameri-
can allies were imprisoned
after the fall of Saigon.

In the sea of gray hair and
faded army uniforms, one
younger face stood out: 43-
year-old Derek Tran, a
Democrat running for Con-
gress.

The 45th Congressional
District has the largest
population of people of Viet-
namese descent outside Vi-

etnam but has never had a
Vietnamese American rep-
resentative in Washington. 

Democrats hope Tran
can buck that trend. To beat
Republican Rep. Michelle
Steel, 69, a formidable fund-
raiser with deep ties to the
Orange County GOP, Tran
is pushing to win over Viet-
namese voters, many of
whom have been loyal Re-
publicans since the 1980s. 

The November contest is
among a handful across the
U.S. that both parties see as
pivotal in determining con-
trol of the next Congress. 

After the reunion of for-
mer political prisoners, Tran
— who was born in the U.S. 

DEMOCRAT Derek Tran has lunch in Little Saigon.
He’s running against a strong Republican incumbent.

Christina House Los Angeles Times

He identifies with
Little Saigon. Is it
enough for House?
By Laura J. Nelson

[See Candidate, A10]

Foulmouthed super-
heroes, babbling Minions
and plenty of Anxiety (the
animated kind) have pro-
pelled this summer’s box of-
fice past the winter and
spring theatrical doldrums,
marking one bright spot in
an otherwise industrywide
gloom.

Boosted by a bevy of se-
quels, the summer’s gross

box office receipts (starting
from the first Friday in May)
are projected to total
roughly $3.6 billion through
the Labor Day weekend, ac-
cording to Paul Dergarabe-
dian, senior media analyst at
Comscore.

That’s short of last year’s
“Barbie”- and “Oppenhei-
mer”-fueled haul of $4 bil-
lion, but still higher than
summer totals in 2022, 2021
and 2020 — a positive sign
for theater owners and stu-
dio executives who weath-

ered a tough January-to-
May stretch of limited and
underperforming films.

And with a much-antici-
pated fall and winter slate of
films including “Beetlejuice
Beetlejuice,” “Wicked” and
“Moana 2,” industry insiders
are sounding more upbeat
for the end of the year and
beyond.

“If we can carry this same
momentum that we have
this summer currently into
the fall and then into the be-

Film industry projects a rosier
picture after its summer bounce 
By Samantha Masunaga

and Christi Carras

[See Movies, A7]


